Victoria Prentis MP
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State

Departrnent
for Environment
Food & Rural Affairs

Seacole Building
2 Marsham Street
London
SWl P 4DF

Jennifer Castle
Secretary
Conservative Rural Forum (CRF)

T 03459 335577
def ra. helpli

n

e@defra. gov. u k

www.gov.uk/defra

Our ref: PO2O2A13827/MK

cragsecretaryl @qFail.com

10 July 2020

Dear Jennifer,

Thank you for your email of 4 June enclosing the CRF policy paper.
I read your policy paper with great interest and would like to provide more detail about the
progress of the Environmental Land Management (ELM) scheme, as well as respond to
your other concems.

As you are aware, our ELM scheme is the cornerstone of our new agricultural policy. We
are committed to co-designing the ELM scheme with stakeholders to produce the best
outcomes for both the environment and our farmers and managers. The ELM policy
discussion, which was paused at the height of the coronavirus outbreak, has now
reopened. The new closing date for responses to the ELM Policy Discussion Document is
31 July 2020. As part of our commitment to co-design, we will be running interactive online
seminars in July for farmers, foresters and land managers in England, to discuss what our
proposals mean for them. Further information is available here:
httpS ://consult.defra. gov. ul<lelm/elm policvconsultation/

Throughout ELM's design, we are running Tests and Trials to see how the various
elements of the scheme work in practice. Two of the 59 contracted ELM Tests and Trials
have been completed and we have 57 live Tests and Trials, through which we have
engaged with nearly 3,000 farmers and land managers. We also have a further 13 Tests
and Trials proposals in development.
From 2A21, we will roll out the National Pilot, further testing scheme design at scale. From
now, through to full scheme rollout in 2024, we will take both a national and regional
approach to designing ELM with stakeholders, constantly seeking feedback and input to
ensure this is a scheme that works for farmers and landowners on the ground, while also
driving our environmental agenda.

Rewarding farmers for protecting the environment and enhancing animal welfare is front
and centre of our future farming policy. The Countryside Stewardship scheme provides a
stepping stone to this future, paying for environmental enhancements now as area-based
payments are phased out. We have simplified the rules so that those who are signed up to
a Countryside Stewardship agreement can transfer to join the ELM scheme, when it is up
and runningin 2024. This can be done without penalty, as long as it is done at agreed exit
points.

I understand your concerns about helping farmers to adjust and restructure. We will offer
financial assistance to enable farmers, foresters and growers to invest in the equipment,
technology and infrastructure that they need to improve their productivity, manage the
environment sustainably and deliver other public goods.

Participation in ELM may require land managers to deliver outcomes that they are less
confident or skilled in. Access to advice is, therefore, important if ELM is to achieve its
objectives through those who own and manage land. We are also exploring ways in which
the skills and qualifications of land managers in ELM can be improved, potentially reducing
their need for advisory support.

Your policy paper also refers to trade deals. We have been clear that any future trade
deals must work for our consumers, farmers and companies. ln all of our trade
negotiations, we will not compromise on our high environmental, animal welfare and food
safety standards.

We recognise that change will take time and we have set a realistic timescale of seven
years to complete the journey from the legacy of the EU Common Agricultural Policy to our
new policy. We want this to be an orderly transition from the old to the new and we will be
paying close attention to the sequencing of different interventions and changes to make
sure that we get this right.
Yours sincerely,

VICTORIA PRENTIS MP

